Indian Children and
families

AHow did we get here?
AWhere are we today

AWhat direction shouldwe be
headed?



The Curious
Paradox



A Brief History of the Boarding School Policy

The Indian Boarding School policy has
been a collaboration of the Christian
churches and the federal government sinc
its earliest inception, beginning with the
Indian Civilization Act Fund of March 3,
18191

The Act O0Os purpose
"civilization" of Native Americans;
transforming them into Christian farmers c
laborers.



The role of Churches

Churches were funded by the federal

government to accomplish this transformation.

A The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) was
created in 1824, within the Department of
War, primarily to administer the funds to the
churches from the Civilization Fund(®

A In 1824, the Indian Civilization Fund
subsidized 32 schools that enrolled more than
900 Indian children. By 1830, the Indian
Civilization Fund supported fifty -two schools
with 1,512 enrolled students?)
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There was 0
di sagr eeme

ARThe | ndi ans have
Constitution, as much as any other
person in the Republic, to the full
enjoyment of liberty of conscience;
accordingly they have the right to
choosewhatever Christian belief they
wish, without interference from the
GovernmMent . i



In 1872, the Board of Indian Commissioners allotted

seventythree Indian agencies to various denomination:
A Methodists fourteen agencies in the Pacific Northwest
(54,743 Indians),
A Orthodox Friends ten (17,724),
A Presbyterian nine in the Southwest (38,069),
A Episcopalians eight in the Dakotas (26,929),
A Catholics seven (17,856),
A Hicksite Friends six (6,598),
A Baptists five in Utah, Idaho and the Indian Territory
(40,800),
A Reformed Dutch five (8,118),
A Congregationalists three (14,476),
A Christians two (8,287),
A Unitarians two (3,800),
A American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in
the Indian territory of Oklahoma (1,496),
A Lutherans one (273).13)



Education as a part of the
nNci vill1l zlng



